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SUMMARY 
Winter angler surveys are conducted annually on various Central Maine lakes to 
assess sport fisheries and to evaluate management strategies. The information gathered 
during these routine surveys aides with establishing regulations, evaluating the species 
and number of fish stocked, and indicates trends in angler effort. In addition, these 
surveys allow Regional Fishery staff to maintain contact with anglers for informal two-
way exchange of ideas, opinions, and information relating fishery management. 
Parker Pond was surveyed for the fourth consecutive year to monitor problems 
with salmon growth and to evaluate recent brook trout stockings. The salmon fishing was 
very slow, as expected, because salmon were not stocked in 1999 and 2000 to allow for 
the recovery of the resident smelt population. Smelt run surveys for the past 2 springs 
indicate the smelt population is rebounding. Brook trout numbers have increased each of 
the last 3 years from 0.02 trout/angler to 0.13 trout/angler. These stocked trout 
demonstrate that they can survive the summer and contribute as age II during the winter 
season. 
Three lakes were surveyed for a third year. W assookeag Lake was surveyed to 
gather information on the recently enacted regulation reducing the minimum length limit 
on lake trout from 20 to 18 inches. This regulation change responds to concerns that the 
self-sustaining lake trout population was becoming over abundant, and thereby, straining 
the smelt population. Rainbow smelt are the primary forage species for both lake trout 
and stocked salmon. The total number of lake trout harv·ested was less than previous 
years, but a high percentage of those fish were in the 18-20 inch size class, the size class 
that appears to be over abundant. This regulation needs to be monitored closely to ensure 
that lake trout are not over-harvested in the future. 
Great Pond was the only water where total winter angler effort had increased from 
previous surveys. The outstanding size quality of brown trout and northern pike can 
easily explain this higher angler interest. Average size of brown trout was 4 pounds, with 
a beautiful 12-pound fish caught. Pike averaged 8 pounds with the largest measured at 
19.8 pounds. 
The average size of splake remained nearly the same at Messalonskee Lake for 
the 3 years surveyed, but the cat.ch rate vastly improved from last winter. Splake averaged 
12.7 inches and were caught at a rate of0.11 fish/angler. Preliminary observations 
indicate that increasing the size of splake at stocking may improve the success of a splake 
program. 
Lake George and Megunticook Lake were included in an experimental rainbow 
trout study to determine the feasibility of establishing a statewide program. Equal 
numbers of rainbow trout and brown trout are stocked annually. Angler and biological 
data will be collected for 3 - 5 years to compare these two species. Because these fish 
were at large for only a few months and very few were caught during the first winter 
season, any conclusions are speculative at best. Additional stockings and field work is 
scheduled and will be reported as warranted. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Annual winter sport fish surveys are conducted to monitor Regional fishing 
activity and to assess fishery management programs. Waters stocked with coldwater 
species is the primary focus of these surveys, although a more concentrated effort was 
made to collect data on the northern pike fishery because of increasing popularity. Two 
additional waters were surveyed, as part of a larger study, to evaluate an experimental 
rainbow trout stocking program. This report collectively summarizes the data obtained 
from the individual waters and disseminates the findings. A detailed analysis of the 
rainbow trout study waters will be reported separately. 
During the 2002 winter fishing season, six lakes were surveyed, of which, Parker 
Pond was surveyed for the fourth-consecutive year. Three waters were surveyed for a 
third consecutive year, while 2002 was the initial year of the planned 3-5 year study of 
rainbow trout on Lake George and Megunticook Lake. 
METHODS 
A variety of survey schedules were employed to gather information on individual 
waters. Scheduled survey days for Parker Pond, Lake George and Megunticook Lake 
included one weekday and one weekend daY, per week, whereas only weekend days were 
scheduled for Great, Messalonskee and W assookeag lakes. 
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Survey clerks interviewed anglers no earlier than 10:00 am to collect routine 
angler statistics. The survey clerks also collected biological data from all sport fish 
observed and a sub- sample of non-sport fish. Clerks were to make an "instantaneous" 
angler count by encircling the lake between 11 :00 am and 1 :00 pm. This count was then 
expanded with use of a regional daily use curve and a regional regression model to obtain 
total angler use. 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
The previous observed trend of declining angler winter effort in Central Maine 
appears to be continuing. Total estimated angler use was lower on three of the four lakes 
that were surveyed during consecutive winter seasons with a total estimated decrease of 
11 % from the previous winter. Poor ice conditions early and late in the season is 
probably the primary reason for lower angler actively on these waters. It has been noted 
in the past that when people are unable to start fishing early in the season, as was the case 
this winter due to the lack of safe ice, they tend to find alternative recreational activities. 
The latest ( 1999) Department angler questionnaire indicates how important 
rainbow trout are to Maine anglers; rainbows were ranked second of the 1 7 fish species 
ranked. It was anticipated that the two rainbow trout study waters would experience very 
high fishing pressure. This certainly was the situation on Lake George, where angler use 
was estimated to be 4.22 anglers/acre, nine times the Regional average. The high fishing 
pressure is attributable to not only the popularity of rainbows, but also the novelty of 
fishing for a 'new' species. In contrast to Lake George, estimated angler effort was only 
0.32 anglers/acres at Megunticook Lake. Localized ice conditions resulting in a shorter 
fishing season on Megunticook Lake can only partially explain this vast difference of 
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fishing pressure. The Megunticook Lake Association has stocked rainbow trout 
previously. Therefore, anglers in the Megunticook Lake vicinity have had previous 
rainbow trout opportunities and their novelty may have waned. 
Due to poor salmon growth at Parker Pond, the annual salmon stockings were 
temporarily terminated in 1999 to aide in the recovery of the rainbow smelt population, 
the primary forage of landlocked salmon. This cessation in the stocking program was to 
last for 3 years, but a surplus of unscheduled salmon resulted in the stocking of 400 
spring yearling salmon, (one-half the normal rate) in 2001. As expected, the low salmon 
population resulted in very slow fishing for salmon with just two legal salmon caught. 
Anglers did report that the sub-legal-size salmon were more robust looking this winter 
than previously. These ancillary reports of improved salmon growth coupled with 
observations of increased numbers of spawning smelt suggest that Parker Pond is 
recovering from the prey-forage imbalance. 
Brook trout were stocked to provide anglers with the opportunity to catch a 
coldwater species during the salmon stocking hiatus. This program is becoming very 
popular with anglers and has resulted in an improving fishery, with the number of trout 
caught per angler increasing during the last 3 years from 0.02 to 0.13 fish/angler. These 
brook trout have also demonstrated that they can survive through the summer and 
contribute to the winter fishery as age III fish. This supplemental brook trout stocking 
program has proven both popular and successful. An annual stocking program of salmon 
and trout will be necessary to maintain an acceptable fishery as spawning and nursery 
habitat is limited. 
Surveys on Wassookeag Lake during the past 2 winters indicate large number of 
\ lake trout that are slightly under the legal length limit of 20 inches. This stockpile of fish 
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combined with the apparently low population of rainbow smelt resulted in the poor 
condition of both lake trout and landlocked salmon. To alleviate this stockpile effect, the 
minimum length limit on lake trout was reduced from 20 inches to 18 inches. This 
winter's survey was planned to assess the effectiveness of this change. 
Results from this winter's survey confirmed that there was a large population of 
lake trout in the 18-20 inch size class, and the change in the regulation was successful in 
the harvest of those lake trout. The number of sub-legal fish during the winter surveys in 
2000 and 2001 accounted for 69% and 66% respectively; this dramatically decreased to 
only 2% for the latest survey. Another indication of a large number of lake trout in the 
18-20 inch size class is that this size accounted for 42% of the total harvest. 
The landlocked salmon fishery remains consistent based on angler catch rates and 
fish size. Catch rates have ranged from 0.10 salmon/angler in 2000 to 0.08 fish/angler in 
2002. The average size of salmon in 2002 remains virtually identical with the average 
size in 2000 at 17.3 inches and 1.6 pounds, although the condition of the salmon has 
slightly improved. 
Concerns about the smelt population at W assookeag Lake have existed for a 
number of years. To bolster the sagging smelt population, eggs were transferred in 2000 
and 2001, and additional transfers are planned for the spring of 2002. A slight 
improvement in the condition of salmon and the reports from anglers observing large 
numbers of smelt through the ice may indicate a rebounding smelt population. 
Annual stockings of brook trout are known to create a very favorable fishery but 
for only a short period after they are stocked. During the last 3 winters, only one brook 
trout was caught, the cause for this lack of carry-over to the winter fishery is unknown. 
Whether this is caused because of poor survival through the summer months or simply 
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that most are harvested by anglers should be investigated. 
The primary objective for the surveys at Messalonskee Lake and Great Pond were 
to evaluate changes of management strategies. Annual brown trout stockings were 
replaced with stockings of spring yearling splake at Messalonskee Lake, while 
landlocked salmon stockings at Great Pond were terminated in favor of a fall brown trout 
stocking program. Preliminary results from the initial winter survey in 2000 were 
encouraging, however, conflicting results in 2001 warranted an additional survey. 
The splake fishing at Messalonskee Lake for the winter 2002 was similar to the 
initial 2000-winter season. The catch rate of legal-size splake was the highest of the past 
3 years with 0.15 splake/angler; this was more than double the catch rate of 0.06 during 
last winter season. The majority (53%) of splake caught are age II, so survival the first 
summer is very important to the winter fishery. Analyses from these three surveys 
demonstrate a possible correlation between catch rate and size of splake at stocking. 
Splake averaged 9.0 inches at stocking in 2001, 7.1 inches in 2000 and 7.5 inches in 
1999; this corresponds with catch rates of 0.15 splake/angler, 0.06 splake/angler and 0.12 
splake/angler, respectively. A similar correlation was noted for age III fish with the 
largest stocked fish contributing approximately 50% to the catch while the smallest 
cohort accounted for only 36% of the winter catch. To ensure better survival, splake 
should be stocked at the largest possible size. 
An interesting side note from the survey at Messalonskee Lake was that although 
no salmon are stocked in Messalonskee Lake a fair number of hatchery salmon were 
caught; all were originally stocked in Long Pond and migrated down stream to 
Messalonskee Lake. Because the habitat of Messalonskee Lake is not ideally suited for 
salmon, the poor condition factor of only 0.75 is understandable. Although it is well 
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documented that salmon migrate for a variety of reasons, hatchery salmon rarely 
appeared in the catch during the first two surveys at Messalonskee Lake. Speculation, in 
the past few years, of a declining smelt population, in Long Pond, possibly caused by the 
growing landlocked alewife population might explain this emigration. 
Results during the last 3 years at Great Pond were similar to Messalonskee Lake 
in that the fishing was good for the first and third years of the survey while the second 
year was somewhat poorer. The better fishing in 2002 accounted for a slight increase in 
the number of anglers. This increase was most notable late in the season when ice 
conditions were poor, yet anglers continued to fish Great Pond while the activity at other 
nearby lakes diminished. Another reason for the late season fishing activity is associated 
with spawning behavior of northern pike. Large mature pike move to shallow weedy 
areas of the lake for spawning in mid-March and become very vulnerable to angling. 
Anglers have now discovered these areas and continue to fish late in the season. 
The primary forage for brown trout and pike, in Great Pond, is landlocked 
alewives, whose population has "exploded" in the last few years. Although alewives are 
providing excellent growth for these species, their high abundance can result in slower 
fishing for the angler. Although fishing may be slower, average fish size was very 
impressive. Brown trout averaged 21.3 inches and 4.0 pounds with five fish over 5 
pounds, one of which was 12.7 pounds! Average length oflegal pike was 29.6 inches in 
2000 nearly identical with this year's recorded length of 29 .3 inches, but mean weight 
increased 1.2 pounds to 8.0 lbs; the largest weighed nearly 20 lbs. 
As reported in the Annual Update of Winter Fishing Activity in Central 
Maine, 2001 (Lucas) the annual Lions Club Pike Derby had a significant effect on the 
total fishing pressure on the Belgrade chain of lakes. In 2001, 17% of the total use was 
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attributed to this one-day derby and this year's derby accounted for 19% of the winters 
effort at Great Pond. 
The experimental paired trout stockings of rainbow trout and brown trout at Lake 
George and Megunticook Lake occurred in late October 2000. Therefore, trout were at-
large for only a few months prior to the ice-fishing season. Although few conclusions 
can be drawn from these surveys, it is interesting that none of the brown trout was caught 
at either lake and just a handful ofrainbows was caught at each lake. Typically, in 
Central Maine, the fall-yearling stocked browns are a large component of the winter 
catch. Surveys at Androscoggin Lake indicate that aged II brown trout; fish stocked the 
previous fall, contributed to 55% of the winter catch. 
These experimental paired stockings and subsequent summer and winter surveys 
are scheduled to continue for 3 to 5 years. At the conclusion of this experimental project, 
angler and biological fish data will be analyzed to compare rainbow trout with brown 
trout and ultimately determine the worth of a statewide rainbow trout stocking program. 
Periodic evaluations for the entire rainbow trout study will be reported independently as 
warranted. 
Detailed creel survey data for individual lakes are summarized and presented in 
Appendix A. 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. Continue to monitor smelt runs and transplant smelt eggs as necessary at Parker 
Pond. Maintain annual stockings of spring yearling brook trout. Plan and 
implement winter creel survey during winter 2004. 
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2. Continue the annual splake stocking program, with fish grown to largest possible 
size, at Messalonskee Lake and begin an annual fall yearling brown trout stocking 
program with the intent to provide anglers the opportunity to catch larger fish. 
3. The brown trout stocking program at Great Pond should continue with 
consideration of in~reasing the stocking rate to optimize the growing landlocked 
alewife population. 
4. Conduct summer gillnetting and fall trapnetting at Wassookeag Lake to evaluate 
the recent regulation change in the minimum length limit of lake trout. 
5. Continue, as outlined in the study plan, fieldwork to include gillnetting, angler 
surveys, and fall trapnetting on both Lake George and Megunticook Lake to . 
evaluate the potential of rainbow trout. 
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CREEL CENSUS DESCRIPTION 
Table: la Season: Winter 
Water censused: Great Pond Acres: 8239 Miles: 
Water type: Mesotrophic Town: Belgrade County: Kennebec 
Principal Fisheries: Brown trout, Northern pike, Smallmouth bass, Largemouth bass 
No. days 
Year Date surveyed 
2000 111100- 23 
3126100 
2001 111101- 19 
3/25/01 
2002 111102- 19 
3130102 
Year Stocking History 
1999 6120FYBNT 
2000 4045 FYBNT 
2001 4100FYBNT 
BNT= Brown trout 
PIK= Northern pike 
LMB= Largemouth bass 
SMB= Smallmouth bass 
No. days 
In season Clerk Other 
Angler 
90 x counts 
By aircraft 
Angler 
90 x counts 
By clerk 
Angler 
90 x counts 
By clerk 
Mark Regulation History 
Open class B Daily PIK 
Both limit 2 fish 24 in min len. 
Ventrals 
Right Same as above 
Ventral 
Adipose Same as above 
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CREEL CENSUS SUMMARY 
Table: lb Season: Winter 
Water: Great Pond Acres: 8239 Miles: 
Town: Belgrade County: Kennebec Region: B 
Principal Fisheries: Brown trout; Northern pike; Smallmouth bass; Largemouth bass 
Census Method: Clerk 
CENSUS YEAR 
Satistics Species 2000 2001 2002 
No. anglers 
census 1163 956 1001 
No. angler 
hours census 6082 4374 4535 
No. anglers BNT 18(2) 10(1) 35(3) 
(and%) PIK 75(6) 50(5) 97(10) 
successful in SMB 12(1) 23(2) 91(9) 
catching a LMB 6(<1) 10(1) 7(<1) 
legal fish 
BNT 17 7 24 
No. legal PIK 28 14 46 
fish kept SMB 4 4 17 
LMB 2 2 5 
BNT 1 3 15 
No. legal PIK 62 39 82 
fish released SMB 8 31 148 
LMB 4 8 2 
BNT 0 1(9) 0 
No (and%) PIK 103(53) 39(42) 39(23) 
sublegal fish SMB 0 0 0 
released LMB 0 0 0 
BNT 0.01 0.007 0.02 
No. legal PIK 0.02 0.01 0.05 
fish per SMB 0.003 0.004 0.02 
angler (only) LMB 0.002 0.002 0.005 
those kept 
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Table 1 b con't 
CREEL CENSUS SUMMARY CONTINUED 
CENSUS YEAR 
Satistics Species 2000 2001 2002 
Hours to BNT 337.9 437.4 116.3 
catch a legal PIK 67.6 82.5 35.4 
fish (all SMB 506.8 124.9 27.5 
legal fish LMB 1013.7 437.4 647.9 
caught) 
Mean length BNT 19.4±0.7(20) 15.4±1.0(8) 21.3±1(24) 
in in± SE PIK 29.6±0.8(26) 26.5±0.9(10) 29.3±0.6(49) 
(and no.) SMB 17 .1 ±o .4( 4) 17.7±0.6(4) 16. 9±0. 5 (14) 
fish sampled LMB 21.5 (1) 17.7(1) 19.1±1(3) 
or reported 
Mean weight BNT 3.2±0.4(20) 1.4±0.5(6) 4.o±0.5(24) 
in lb± SE PIK 6.8±0.6(25) 5.3±0.6(10) 8.o±o.5( 48) 
(and no.) SMB 2.9±0.2(4) 2.8±0.5(3) 2. 7±0.2(14) 
fish sampled LMB 4.9 (1) 2.6 (1) 3.8±05(3) 
or reported 
BNT 20(100) 8(100) 24(100) 
No. (and%) PIK 0 0 0 
hatchery fish SMB 0 0 0 
sampled or LMB 0 0 0 
reported 
BNT 41±19 15±2 51±17 
Estimated PIK 68±31 22±3 126±43 
total fish SMB lo±4 9±1 51±17 
harvested± LMB 5±2 4±1 13±4 
CI during 
census 
period(@ 
95%) 
Estimated total angler days 
± CI during season census 2810 2162 2529 
period(@ 95%) (1523-4097) (1911-2413) (1672-3019) 
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CREEL CENSUS DESCRIPTION 
Table: 2a Season: Winter 
Water censused: Lake George Acres: 335 Miles: 
Water type: Mesotrophic Town: Canaan County: Somerset 
Principal Fisheries: Brown trout, Smallmouth bass 
No. days No. days 
Year Date surveyed In season Clerk Other 
2002 111102- 27 90 x 
3130102 
Year Stocking History Mark Regulation History 
200FYBNT Adipose Open class B 
2001 Daily bag limit on BKT 2 
200FYRBT Adipose fish, Min length on BKT 8 
m 
Remarks: 2002 survey part of the evaluation of experimental rainbow trout stocking 
program. 
BNT=brown trout 
RBT= rainbow trout 
SMB=smallmouth bass 
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CREEL CENSUS SUMMARY 
Table: 2b Season: Winter 
Water: Lake George Acres: 335 Miles: 
Town: Canaan County: Somerset Region: B 
·Principal Fisheries: Brown trout, Smallmouth bass 
Census Method: Clerk 
CENSUS YEAR 
Satistics Species 2002 
No. anglers 
census 520 
No. angler 
hours census 2503 
No. anglers BNT 0 
(and%) RBT 4(<1) 
successful in SMB 35(7) 
catching a 
legal fish 
BNT 0 
No. legal RBT 4 
fish kept SMB 5 
BNT 0 
No. legal RBT 1 
fish released SMB - 54 
BNT 1(100) 
No (and%) RBT 0 
sublegal fish SMB 2(3) 
released 
BNT 0 
No. legal RBT 0.008 
fish per SMB 0.01 
angler (only) 
those kept 
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Table 2b cont. 
CREEL CENSUS SUMMARY CONTINUED 
CENSUS YEAR 
Satistics Species 2002 
Hours to BNT NIA 
catch a legal RBT 500.6 
fish (all SMB 42.4 
legal fish 
caught) 
Mean length BNT NIA 
in in± SE RBT 14.7±0.2(5) 
(and no.) SMB 16. 7±0. 7 ( 19) 
fish sampled 
or reported 
Mean weight BNT NIA 
in lb± SE RBT i.2±0.1(5) 
(and no.) SMB 2.5±0.2(19) 
fish sampled 
or reported 
BNT 0 
No. (and%) RBT 5(100) 
hatchery fish SMB 0 
sampled or 
reported 
BNT 0 
Estimated RBT 11±6 
total fish SMB 14±g 
harvested± 
CI during 
census 
period(@ 
95%) 
Estimated total angler days 
± CI during season census 1414 . 
period(@ 95%) (616-2213) 
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CREEL CENSUS DESCRIPTION 
Table: 3a Season: Winter 
Water censused: Megunticook Lake Acres: 1305 Miles: 
Water type: Mesotrophic Town: Camden County: Knox 
Principal Fisheries: Brown trout, Smallmouth bass , Largemouth bass 
No. days 
Year Date surveyed 
2002 1/1/02- 14 
3/13/02 
Year Stocking History 
2001 
Remarks: 
BNT=brown trout 
RBT= rainbow trout 
SMB=smallmouth bass 
LMB= largemouth bass 
600FYBNT 
600FYRBT 
No. days 
In season Clerk Other 
90 x 
Mark Regulation History 
Adipose Open class B 
Min length on BKT 8 in 
Adipose Daily bag limit on BKT 2 
fish 
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CREEL CENSUS SUMMARY 
Table: 3b Season: Winter 
Water: Megunticook Lake Acres: 1305 Miles: 
Town: Camden County: Knox Region: B 
Principal Fisheries: Brown trout, Smallmouth bass, Largemouth bass 
Census Method: Clerk 
CENSUS YEAR 
Satistics Species 2002 
No. anglers 
census 174 
No. angler 
hours census 741 
No. anglers BNT 23(13) 
(and%) RBT 5(3) 
successful in SMB 16(9) 
·catching a LMB 14(8) 
legal fish 
BNT 11 
. 
No. legal RBT 3 
fish kept SMB 5 
LMB 6 
BNT 17 
No. legal RBT 4 
fish released SMB 25 
LMB 25 
BNT 0 
No (and%) RBT 0 
sublegal fish SMB 1(3) 
released LMB 3(9) 
BNT 0.06 
No. legal RBT 0.02 
fish per SMB 0.03 
angler (only) LMB 0.03 
those kept 
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• Table 3b cont. 
CREEL CENSUS SUMMARY CONTINUED 
CENSUS YEAR 
Satistics Species 2002 
Hours to BNT 26.5 
catch a legal RBT 105.9 
fish (all SMB 24.7 
legal fish LMB 23.9 
caught) 
Mean length BNT 15.8±0.4(11) 
in in± SE RBT 15.6±0.1(3) 
(and no.) SMB 19.6±0.7(4) 
fish sampled LMB 18.o±o.3(7) 
or reported 
Mean weight BNT i.4±0.1 (11) 
in lb± SE RBT 1.3±0.1(3) 
(and no.) SMB 3.7±0.4(4) 
fish sampled LMB 3.2±0.1(7) 
or reported 
BNT 11(100) 
No. (and%) RBT 3(100) 
hatchery fish SMB 0 
sampled or LMB 0 
reported 
BNT 25±9 
Estimated RBT 8±3 
total fish SMB 12±4 
harvested± LMB 12±4 
CI during 
census 
period(@ 
95%) 
Estimated total angler days 
±CI during season census 413 
period(@ 95%) (264-563) 
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CREEL CENSUS DESCRIPTION 
Table: 4a Season: Winter 
Water censused: Messalonskee Lake Acres: 35 10 Miles: 
Water type: Mesotrophic Town: Belgrade County: Kennebec 
Principal Fisheries: Splake; Brown trout; Northern pike; Smallmouth bass; Largemouth 
bass 
No. days 
Year Date surveyed 
2000 1/2/00- 20 
3/19/00 
2001 111101- 23 
3/31101 
2002 111102- 19 
3130102 
Year Stocking History 
1999 6000 SY SPK 
2000 6000 SY SPK 
2001 6600 SY SPK 
SPK= Splake 
BNT= Brown trout 
PIK= Northern pike 
SMB= Smallmouth bass 
LMB= Largemouth bass 
No. days 
In season Clerk Other 
Angler 
90 x counts 
By aircraft 
Angler 
90 x counts 
By clerk 
Angler 
90 x counts 
By clerk 
Mark Regulation History 
Open class B Daily PIK 
BV limit 2 fish 24 in min len. 
RV Same as above 
AD Same as above 
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CREEL CENSUS SUMMARY 
Table: 4b Season: Winter 
Water: Messalonsee Lake Acres: 3510 Miles: 
Town: Belgrade County: Kennebec Region: B 
Principal Fisheries: SPK; BNT; PIK; SMB: LMB 
Census Method: Clerk 
CENSUS YEAR 
Satistics Species 2000 2001 2002 
No. anglers 
census 1173 981 676 
No. angler 
hours census 4849 4156 2834 
No. anglers SPK 143(12) 57(6) 91(13) 
(and%) BNT 33(3) 6(<1) l(<l) 
successful in PIK 38(3) 49(5) 23(3) 
catching a SMB 65(6) 12(1) 26(4) 
legal fish LMB 36(3) 37(4) 19(3) 
SPK 97 39 69 
No. legal BNT 27 6 0 
fish kept PIK 20 32 14 
SMB 36 3 13 
LMB 15 11 11 
SPK 55 23 35 
No. legal BNT 6 0 1 
fish released PIK 18 19 10 
SMB 37 9 16 
LMB 26 38 8 
SPK 0 0 0 
No (and%) BNT 4(11) 3(33) 2(67) 
sublegal fish PIK 8(17) 16(24) 10(29) 
released SMB 3(4) 1(8) 0 
LMB 2(5) 0 0 
SPK 0.08 0.04 0.1 
No. legal BNT 0.02 0.006 0 
fish per PIK 0.02 0.03 0.02 
angler (only) SMB 0.03 0.003 0.02 
those kept LMB 0.01 0.01 0.02 
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Table 4b cont. 
CREEL CENSUS SUMMARY CONTINUED 
CENSUS YEAR 
Satistics Species 2000 2001 2002 
Hours to SPK 31.9 67.0 27.3 
catch a legal BNT 146.9 692.7 2834.4 
fish (all PIK 127.6 84.5 118.1 
legal fish SMB 66.4 346.3 97.7 
caught) LMB 118.3 84.8 149.2 
Mean length SPK 12.9±0.3(82) 12.9±0.4(38) 12. 7±0.4(51) 
in in± SE BNT 15.6±0.3(26) 17.7±1.3(4) NIA 
(and no.) PIK 30.1 ±o.8(20) 30.9±0.8(31) 33.5±1.2(9) 
fish sampled SMB 16.9±0.4(29) 17.o±0.8(3) 18.2±0.4(9) 
or reported LMB 18. 7±0.6(11) 18.5±0.4(9) 18.4±0.3(12) 
Mean weight SPK 0. 7±0.1(82) 0.8±0.1 (36) 0.6±0.1(51) 
in lb± SE BNT 13±0.1 (25) 2.o±0.4(4) NIA 
(and no.) PIK 7 .6±0.9(17) 8. 7±0.9(30) 9.4±1.1(8) 
fish sampled SMB 2.4±0.2(28) 2.7±0.5(3) 2.8±0.2(9) 
or reported LMB 3.9±0.3(11) 3.6±0.2(9) . 3.6±0.2(12) 
SPK 84(100) 38(100) 51(100) 
No. (and%) BNT 26(100) 4(100) NIA 
hatchery fish PIK 0 0 0 
sampled or SMB 0 0 0 
reported LMB 0 0 0 
SPK 184±65 77±14 134±34 
Estimated BNT 49±17 12±2 0 
total fish PIK 49±17 58±11 27±7 
harvested± SMB 64±23 6±1 27±7 
CI during LMB 21±8 19±4 27±7 
census 
period(@ 
95%) 
Estimated total angler days 
± CI during season census 2134 1937 1341 
period(@ 95%) (1374-2894) (1579-2295) ( 1004-1678) 
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CREEL CENSUS DESCRIPTION 
Table: 5a Season: Winter 
Water censused: Parker Pond Acres: 1513 Miles: 
Water type: Oligotrophic Town: Fayette County: Kennebec 
Principal Fisheries: Landlo~ked salmon; Brook trout; Smallmouth bass 
No. days No. days 
Year Date surveyed In season Clerk Other 
111/99- Angler counts by 
1999 1131199 18 31 x aircraft 
111100- Angler counts by 
2000 1131100 12 31 x aircraft 
111101- Angler counts by 
2001 1131101 16 31 x clerk 
111102- Angler counts by 
2002 1131102 9 31 x clerk 
Year Stocking History Mark Regulation History 
800 SY LLS Left ventral 1 month; 2 line limit; LLS 
1998 1430 SY BKT None min. length 16 in 
2000 SYBKT None 
1999 137 ADULT BKT None Same as above 
2000 4800 SYBKT None Same as above 
400 SY LLS Adipose 
3800 SYBKT None Same as above 
2001 80 Adult BKT 30 Adipose 
Remarks: Did not survey first 2 weekends during the 2000 season. 
LLS= Landlocked salmon 
BKT= Brook trout 
SMB= Smallmouth bass 
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CREEL CENSUS SUMMARY 
Table: 5b Season: Winter 
Water: Parker Pond Acres: 1513 Miles: 
Town: Fayette County: Kennebec Region: B 
Principal Fisheries: LLS; BKT; SMB 
Census Method: Clerk 
CENSUS YEAR 
Satistics Species 1999 2000 2001 2002 
No. anglers 
census 286 210 405 128 
No. angler 
hours census 1225 984 2064 468 
No. anglers LLS 33(12) 14(7) 33(8) 2(2) 
(and%) BKT 0 5(2) 30(7) 15(12) 
successful in 
catching a 
legal fish 
LLS 25 7 31 0 
No. legal BKT 0 5 29 16 
fish kept 
LLS 10 8 4 2 
No. legal BKT 0 0 4 I 
fish released 
LLS 102(74) 35(70) 4(10) 18(90) 
No (and%) BKT 0 0 0 0 
sublegal fish 
released 
LLS 0.09 0.03 0.08 0.0 
No. legal BKT 0.0 0.02 0.07 0.13 
fish per 
angler (only) 
those kept 
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Table Sb cont. 
CREEL CENSUS SUMMARY CONTINUED 
CENSUS YEAR 
Satistics Species 1999 2000 2001 2002 
Hours to LLS 34.98 65.6 59.0 233.9 
catch a legal BKT NIA 196.8 62.5 29.2 
fish (all 
legal fish 
caught) 
Mean length LLS 16.8±0.2(22) 16.8±0.3(7) 17.5±0.2(26) NIA 
in in± SE BKT NIA 17.1 ±.06(5) 12.s±o.4(23) 14.2±(0.7) 
(and no.) 
fish sampled 
or reported 
Mean LLS 1.4±0.1 (20) i.2±0.1(6) 1.9±0.1(18) NIA 
weight in lb BKT NIA 1.7±0.1(5) 0. 7±0.1 (22) 1.1 ±0.20 O) 
±SE (and 
no.) fish 
sampled or 
reported 
LLS 20(91) 1(14) 23(88) NIA 
No. (and%) BKT NIA 5(100) 23(100) 12(100) 
hatchery fish 
sampled or 
reported 
LLS 52±28 14±5 43±14 0 
Estimated BKT 0 9±3 38±13 54±22 
total fish 
harvested± 
CI during 
census 
period(@ 
95%) 
Estimated total angler days 
± CI during season census 575 470 540 434 
period(@ 95%) (267-883) (308-632) (359-720) (259-608) 
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CREEL CENSUS DESCRIPTION 
Table: 6a Season: Winter 
Water censused: W assookeag Lake Acres: 1062 Miles: 
Water type: Oligotrophic Town: Dexter County: Penobscot 
Principal Fisheries: Lake t~out; Landlocked salmon; Brook trout 
No. days No. days 
Year Date surveyed In season Clerk Other 
Angler 
2000 111100- 18 90 x counts 
03126100 By aircraft 
Angler 
2001 111101- 16 90 x counts 
3/31101 By clerk 
111102- Angler 
2002 3/31102 17 90 x counts 
By clerk 
Year Stocking History Mark Regulation History 
500 SY LLS Both Open class B Daily BKT 
1999 ventrals limit 2 fish 8 in min len. 
2000 SYBKT None Daily limit on LKT 1 fish 
20 in min limit 
500 SY LLS Right 
2000 ventral Same as above 
3602 SY; 2500 FF BKT None 
500 SY LLS Adipose 
2001 Same as above 
3100SYBKT None 
Open class B Daily BKT 
2001 limit 2 fish 8 in min len. 
Daily limit on LKT 1 fish 
18 in min limit 
Remarks: 2001, 2002 angler counts were conducted on weekend days only. 
LLS= Landlocked salmon 
BKT= Brook trout 
LKT= Lake trout 
SMB= Smallmouth bass 
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CREEL CENSUS SUMMARY 
Table: 6b Season: Winter 
Water: W assookeag Lake Acres: 1062 Miles: 
Town: Dexter County: Penobscot Region: B 
Principal Fisheries: LKT; LLS; BKT . 
Census Method: Clerk 
CENSUS YEAR 
Satistics Species 2000 2001 2002 
No. anglers 
census 670 568 367 
No. angler 
hours census 3254 2402 1467 
No. anglers LKT 46 (7) 58 (10) 39 (11) 
(and%) LLS 57 (9) 37 (7) 27 (7) 
successful in BKT 0 1 (<1) 0 
catching a SMB 5 (1) 5 (1) 1 (<1) 
legal fish 
LKT 40 55 28 
No. legal LLS 58 30 22 
fish kept BKT 0 1 0 
SMB 3 2 0 
LKT 12 5 17 
No. legal LLS 9 7 6 
fish released BKT 0 0 0 
SMB 2 3 1 
LKT 118 (69) 118 (66) 1 (2) 
No (and%) LLS 23 (26) 11 (23) 0 
sublegal fish BKT 0 0 0 
released SMB 0 0 0 
LKT 0.06 0.10 0.08 
No. legal LLS 0.09 0.05 0.06 
fish per BKT 0 0.002 0 
angler (only) SMB 0.004 0.004 0.02 
those kept 
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Table 6b cont. 
CREEL CENSUS SUMMARY CONTINUED 
CENSUS YEAR 
Satistics Species 2000 2001 2002 
Hours to LKT 62.6 40.0 32.6 
catch a legal LLS 48.6 64.9 52.4 
fish (all BKT NIA 2402.0 NIA 
legal fish SMB 203.4 200.2 1467.0 
caught) 
Mean length LKT 22.2±0.3(39) 21.8±1.5( 40) 20.5±0.3(24) 
in in± SE LLS 17.3±0.3(56) 18.5±0.4(20) 17 .2±0.4(21) 
(and no.) BKT NIA NIA NIA 
fish sampled SMB 19. 7± 1.1 (3) 19.5±1.8(2) 18.3(1) 
or reported 
Mean weight LKT 3.2±0.1(37) 3.2±0.1(38) 2.7±0.1(23) 
in lb± SE LLS 1.6±0.1(54) 2.0±0.1 (20) 1. 7±0.1 (21) 
(and no.) BKT NIA NIA NIA 
fish sampled SMB 3.o±0.3(3) 4.6±0.7(2) 3.7 (1) 
or reported 
LKT 0 0 0 
No. (and%) LLS 53 (95) 20 (100) 21(100) 
hatchery fish BKT NIA NIA NIA 
sampled or SMB 0 0 0 
reported 
LKT 105±31 14o±26 84±19 
Estimated LLS 152±46 7o±l3 63±14 
total fish BKT NIA 2±1 0 
harvested± SMB g±2 6±1 21±5 
CI during 
census 
period(@ 
95%) 
Estimated total angler days 1758 1404 1046 
± CI during season census 
period(@ 95%) (1233-2283) (1147-1661) (806- 1286) 
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This report has been funded in part by the Federal Aid in Sport Fish 
Restoration Program. This is a cooperative effort involving federal and state 
government agencies. The program is designed to increase sport fishing and 
boating opportunities through the wise investment of anglers' and boaters' tax 
dollars in state sport fishery projects. This program which was funded in 1950 
was named the Dingell-Johnson Act in recognition of the congressmen who 
spearheaded this effort. In 1984 this act was amended through the Wallop-
Breaux Amendment (also named for the congressional sponsors) and pro-
vided a threefold increase in Federal monies for sportfish restoration, aquatic 
education and motorboat access. 
The Program is an outstanding example of a "user pays-user benefits", 
or "user fee" program. In this case, anglers and boaters are the users. ; Briefly, 
anglers and boaters are responsible for payment of fishing tackle excis'e 
taxes, motorboat fuel taxes, and import duties on tackle and boats. These 
monies are collected by the sport fishing industry, deposited in the Department 
of Treasury, and are allocated the year following collection to state fishery 
agencies for sport fisheries and boating access projects. Generally, each 
project must be evaluated and approved by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS). The benefits provided by these projects to users complete the 
cycle between "user pays - user benefits". 
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 
284 State Street, Station #41, Augusta, ME 04333 

